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Newsletter — July 2026

From the desk of CEO John Gasstrom 
Summer is in full swing here in Delaware County, and I hope everyone is 
finding time to enjoy the season. We also know it has been a hot and stormy 
stretch. After the recent heat wave and several rounds of summer storms, I 
want to thank our members for their patience and understanding as our crews 
responded to a number of localized outages across the system.
As we look ahead, DCEC’s 2026 Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
August 25, at 5:00 p.m. The official Notice of Annual Meeting is included in 
this edition. This year’s meeting will include the election of three director 
seats, as well as member votes on two proposed bylaw amendments. We 
encourage all members to visit our website to familiarize themselves with the 
proposed bylaw changes and director candidates before voting.
The Board is recommending a “yes” vote on both bylaw amendments. These 
updates are intended to give the Cooperative appropriate flexibility as the 
electric industry changes — including the ability to negotiate specific rates for 
large-load members and to allocate capital credits in a way that remains fair 
to the residential membership. As new types of large electric demand 
emerge, we want to make sure DCEC has the tools to protect the membership 
as a whole.
The easiest and most cost-effective way to vote is through SmartHub. 
Electronic voting is simple, secure, and helps reduce the cost of processing 
paper ballots. Since those costs are ultimately borne by the Cooperative and 
its members, we sincerely appreciate everyone who makes the effort to vote 
electronically. As a thank-you, members who vote electronically will receive a 
$10 bill credit.
Members can participate in this year’s Annual Meeting by voting— preferably 
through SmartHub — and joining the livestream on August 25. Members who 
need assistance participating in the meeting or require an alternative 
attendance option may call the DCEC office for more information.
We also recognize that members may have questions before they vote. DCEC 
will offer several scheduled Q&A opportunities in July and August so members 
can learn more ahead of the Annual Meeting. Details can be found on this 
page of this newsletter and will also be shared on our website and social 
media.
To make sure your vote is counted, please be sure it is submitted or received 
by no later than close of business on August 18th.
Thank you for being an engaged member of your Cooperative. Your vote 
matters, and we appreciate your participation as we continue working to keep 
DCEC strong, fair, and responsive to the needs of our members.

Cooperatively Yours, 
John Gasstrom 

5 North Depot Street 
PO Box 471 
Delhi, NY 13753 

AUTOMATED LINE (payments & outage reporting): (855) 939-3672 
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82nd Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, August 25th 

Virtual
5:00pm – Annual Business Meeting 

Q & A Sessions

Monday, July 20th

Monday, July 27th

Thursday, August 6th

5:00pm – Jefferson 
Fire Station

12:00pm – Virtual

 Andes Hotel-check our 
website for further details

Wednesday, Aug. 5th 11:00am - DTC Open
 House (Delhi)

 Agenda 

Please register to attend any of the events or 
submit new business requests, by emailing 

AnnualMeeting@dce.coop or calling the 
office at 607-746-2341 

• President's Welcome and Call to Order

•   Secretary’s Report

•   Treasurer’s Report

•   CEO’s Report 

•  Service Awards

•  Director Election Results

•  Bylaw Update Results

• Unfinished business/new business

•  Wrap-up & Adjournment

mailto:annualmeeting@dce.coop
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82nd  Annual Meeting Agenda DELAWARE COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. SUMMARY FINANCIAL REPORT ***

Proposed Bylaw Changes:

Proposed Change #1
Proposed Change #1 – Make changes to ARTICLE I, Section 
5 and add Section 8 as shown to authorize the Cooperative 
to establish fair and reasonable service connection fees for 
new Large Load Members prior to service connection, and 
to authorize the Board of Directors to implement, amend, 

or change rate classes and related terms for certain 
non-residential rate classes classified as Large Load 

Members, with reasonable notice to affected Members.

Proposed Change #2
Proposed Change #2 – Make changes to ARTICLE VII as 

shown to allow patronage and patronage capital credits to 
be allocated by revenue class, rate class, contract class, 

patronage class, or separate allocation unit, as fairly and 
reasonably determined by the Board of Directors, and to 

provide the Board with additional flexibility regarding the 
timing, method, priority, order, amount, and terms of 

patronage capital credit retirements, including General 
Retirements, Small Balance Retirements, and Authorized 

Early Retirements.
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Vote electronically 
and receive a 

$10 Bill Credit 

Voting in SmartHub is Easy!

Did you know you that this year you will be able to vote in the Cooperative 
election right through SmartHub?

When voting opens, simply log into SmartHub and look for the “Vote Now” 
button on your dashboard. From there, you can securely access your ballot, 
review candidate information, make your selections, and submit your vote in just 
a few minutes.

How to Vote:
1.  Log into SmartHub
2.  Click “Vote Now”
3.  Review candidates and make selections
4.  Submit your ballot

It’s secure, simple, and a great way to make your voice heard at your 
cooperative.
Questions? Contact our office — we’re happy to help!
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DCEC is Committed to Helping Members During Financial Hardships 
DCEC encourages members currently struggling to meet their monthly payment obligation to contact the local 

agencies listed below for payment assistance. 

1.  Contact DCEC’s Billing Department to set up payment arrangements: 1-607-746-2341 
2.  Contact your local County Social Service program: 

a.  Delaware County 1-607-832-5300 
b.  Schoharie County: 1-518-295-8334 
c.  Otsego County: 1-607-547-4200 
d.  Delaware Opportunities provides assistance through certain agencies and can be reached at 1-607-746-1600 
e.  Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) Hotline: 1-800-342-3009 

DCEC can provide supporting documentation regarding your account to these agencies that can assist in 
expediting your application. 

Contributions to the NRECA America’s Electric Cooperatives PAC 
are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes. 
Contributions to America’s Electric Cooperatives PAC are voluntary 
and will be used for political purposes. You have the right to refuse 
to contribute without reprisal. Federal law prohibits contributions 
from foreign nationals who lack permanent resident status. Any 
contribution guidelines presented are merely suggestions. You are 
free to contribute more or less than the suggested amounts, or not 
at all. NRECA will not favor or disadvantage anyone by reason of 
the amount contributed or a decision not to contribute. 

DCEC Office Closures: 
Monday, September 7, 2026 - Labor Day

Wednesday, November 11, 2026 - Veterans Day 
November 26–27, 2026 - Thanksgiving 

December 24–25, 2026 - Christmas
Thursday, December 31, 2026 - New Year's Eve


